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PRICE SIX-PENCE. 


PREFACE. 


7 MUST confeſs that I am not an 
amateur in muſic or painting: 
but am told that no Theatre ( Drury- 
Line excepted) boaſts of more dili- 
gent Mufictans, or of a more finiſhed 
Artiſt, than we have. Some there are 
who very improperly accuſe the Band 
with ꝛdleneſs, (tho we know their 
willingneſs to oblige on every occa- 
ion, whilſt others, looking at the 
4 
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Scenery, Think with Sterne. They 
are melancholy daubs,” Rerhaps ſome 
„/ the Performers may think this ts 
meant to injure them. ] have no 
uch intention. Ido not blame them 
for coming, I only blame the Man- 
agets for bringing them. Few on the 
Stage will refuſe a good part when 
offered them. "Tis not Pride only 
prompts them to attempt it, but In- 
terest ; for, it muſe be allowed, that 
other Managers, ſeeing the line of bu- 
ines they have played in Mancheſter, 
will more willingly engage them: 
(naturally ſuppoſing they muſt have 
some abilities.) Would not any one Y 
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think Mt. Young 4 Star of the fi 


magnitude, on reading a Bill:for his 


Benefit at Cheſter laſt ſeaſon, where 
he very modestly announces hamfelf, 
for Douglas, Jackey and the Cow, 
Collins's Ode on the Passions, Sylves- 
ter Daggerwood, and Walter in the 
Children in the Wood. I am muck 
ſurprized he did not introduce a 
Hornpipe. 


I beg leave to remind our bash- 
ful Heroof a paſſage, ( ſpoken by him- 
elf,) as the Mad Aﬀor from Dun- 
ſtable. © Some London Performers, 
think they do great things f they 
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Play one long Part of a Night, but 1 
Frequently Play Six or Seven, and 
make Nothing of any of them.” 


' 'Tis not ſufficient to repeat a part, 

With proper accent he muſt reach the heart. "- 
The Actor to the Audience muſt reveal, 

He has the will and faculty to feel: 

| Mov'd in himſelf, all others he controuls, 

Commands their thoughts and agitates their ſouls. 


Han! Porz. 


"<< 


: 
k 


* 


A PEEP INTO THE THEATRE - ROYAL. 


MRS. WARD. 
I HoPE this lady will excuſe me in 
attempting. to ſpeak of her different 


excellencies, as the only apology I 


can offer, is want of words to expreſs 


. the very high opinion I entertain of her; 


the great ſenſibility ſhe has derived from 
Nature, her exquiſite art and judgment 
direct her to give to every paſſion its 
full colouring and expreſſiveneſs beyond 


* . 
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my deſeription; 53 nor do I think the 
beſt. judges in the drama, can ay, 
whether in the haughty Alicia, or pe 
nitent Shore, ſhe claims the greater 
merit; there is one paſſage in Bel- 
vedera, that I think ſhe repeats ſupe- 
rior to any lady I ever heard. | 


« If 1 am falſe, accuſe me, but if true, 

Don't, prythee don't, in poyerty forſake me; 
But pity the fad heart that's torn with Ning 
ve hear me! Y. recall r. Nai 


—— 


She is an actreſs « extenſive 
abilicies, both in Tragedy and Comedy; 
yet had ſhe ſome lady to take a few 
parts from ber, it would relieve her 
very much; er, as Shakeſpeare fays, 


by beings ſeldom © ſeen foe would be 


£ wondered at. 


She fills the ſtage well. Her ap- 
pearance is commanding ; and her mid- 
dle voice clear, intelligible, and melodi- 
ous. It is not- ſo well, when ſhe en- 
deavours to riſe to the expreſſion of 
rage and horror; yet her manner and 
meaning ſufficiently compenſate for this 
defect. I do not know that any lady (out 
of London) ſo well ſupports the dignity 
of tragedy. | | 


| 11 would be tedious to enumerate 

the variety of characters me excels in; 

what little intereſt or ſupport I have, 

ſhe ſhall always have; for to uſe the 
| = | 


10 
words of Collins, “ I admire the Pil- 
ars of the ſtage, but hate the Catter- 


pillars.” Shall ſay no more of Mrs. W. 
only that 1 am ſurpriſed how ſhe gets 


through ſo many parts, ſurrounded by 
ſuch a motly crew, as I ſhall attempt 
to dcſcribe. ? . 

But critics take the will for the 
deed, for you know it would require 
the pencil of an Hogarth to draw 
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them in their proper colours. 


/ 


Bad as the company are; it muſt 
be allowed that the ladies are better 
than the gentlemen. For inſtance! there's 
Mrs. Hatton, poſſeſſed of an infinite 
fund of humour, and in many parts | | 


1 
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ſhe happily ſucceeds; and although Albina 
Mandeville is out of her line of act- 
ing, yet, in that part ſhe has great 
—_ in ſhort, ſhe is a pleaſing and 
uſeful actreſs, for few on this ſtage 
play more parts or better than ſhe, 
in courſe of the ſeaſon, and it Is my 


ſincere wiſh ſhe may be encouraged 
and ſupported. I know Mrs: Hatton 


will excuſe me, when | ſay, could ſhe 
be prevailed upon to overcome that 
extreme diffidznce, pay leſs regard to the 


Hage and more lo the audience, it might 


be better. 


Some ladies waſh their face now 


and then, but that is optional. 
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Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou 
Romeo? give up Othello, never at- 
tempt Macbeth, and then perchance 
thou may'ſt eſcape an hiſſing. 


This modern Roſcius, who has 
had the good fortune to dine once or 
twice in a reſpectable family, thinks it 
quite ſufficient to ſtamp him as a very 
great actor. To prove which, let us 
refer to the Cheſter Paper, publiſhed 
a few days after his benefii laſt ſcaſon, 
where dis aſſer ted, that a Johnſtone, 
a Cooke, or a Kemble, cannot play 
| Norval fo well as this Minikin Hero. 
(Query,—Who' wrote this puff?) let it 
not be ſuppoſed that 1 wiſh to be ſe- 
vere; no, I wiſh to ſpeak as Norval 
ſays, „the plain and ſimple truth,” 
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and, though there are men that grin 
and twiſt their guts, . as if they'd got 
the gripes, yet, to ſuch acting am 1 
little uſed : Therefore I thank YOUNG _ 
Fribble for his efforts. Although his acting 
is wretched, why will he attempt ſuch 
parts as Rolla> why gull the towh 
with ſuch contemptuous ſtuff? 8 

I would wiſh the audience to look 
at his extended fingers; was I not ſure 
it would convey ſome filthy idea for 
he never dares let one touch the other; 
and every ſtranger, performing with him, 
juſtly apprebending a ſcratch from his 
threatening * claws, repents and als no 


more. 
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THE WALKING CLOCK-CASE, 
With two outfide Pendulums. 


THIS gentleman's bad figure, voice 
and countenance, might be overlooked, 
did not his extreme pompoſlity, conceit 
and affectation, render him ſo contemp- 
tible in the eyes of every one that knows 
good acting, and ſound ſpeaking, from 
ſludied poſtures and fine minced words. 
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To thoſe who do not often viſit this 


well ſupported Theatre, I would wiſh - 


them to fee this flraight backed player in 
Pizarro, with his right elbow fixed in 
his left hand crofling the ſage, and 
| ſhaking his finger exactly ſeventeen times, 
emphatically pronouncing, ** He dies 
ere to-morrow's ſun.” Oh! ignorance ! 


Oh! impudence! that the leader of 


Ryley's company at Warrington laſt ſum- 
mer, ſhould attempt to take the helin 
at Mancheſter this winter! but, if the 
audience will ſuffer ſuch impoſitions, I 
would only aſk, WHO'S THE DUPE ? 


No perſon will ſay the King's Beeſ- 
Steak-Eater, is the moſt finiſhed per- 


former in the world. Yet why he ſhould 
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give Bulcaſim Muley, to flif rump'd 
Alonzo; why Joſeph Surface and lago, 
to that mechanical figure from Warring- 


ton - is to me a matter of aſtoniſhment. | 


There can only be one reaſon which 
is this, that Mancheſter is not worth his 
notice, compared to Shrewſberry, Cheſter 
and Litchfield races; and GRANT that 
all ſuch performers may exhibit _y at 

fairs and races. 8 
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As for Mr. Row ſwell, that ſtiff knee'd 
old niummer from Buxton, 1 would ad- 
viſe him to go there again and take the 
benefit of the water; for I am afraid he will 
take no great benefit here, 
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I cannot proceed farther without 
congratulating the Mancheſter audience, 8 
with the temporary relief they have had | 
from the Theatre by the Fantoccini, many | 1 
Wooden Figures in which do not imitate 
human nature ſo abominably, as ſome of 
our preſent performers,. in the Theatre | 1 
Royal Mancheſter; from which place— + = 
Avaunt baſe grooms, in barns go, mum l. and 
know your office, better. (hem! Rowe.) 


> 
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THE BAR GRINNER, 


Actor off the Stage. 


i A F EW days fince 1 ſaw this grimacer 
in the Poor Soldier, and wretched poor | 


it was, but having ſome parts put into 


his hands that play themſelves, his vanity | 
books every plaudit meant for the author 


to himfelf ; and whatever line of buſineſs 
he may have here, at York he ſeldom was 
entruſted with a part of more than ten 


livery. 


=> , 


Az 


lines, and thoſe were chiefly played in 
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But he is not the only proof that a 
pid who only carries meflages. in othes 
Theatres Royal, may have a reſpectable 
line of buſineſs in our Royal Company; 
indeed, I do not know any of our preſent 
Leaders, who ever held a decent caſt of 
parts in any other Theatre, with the ex- 
ception of Ward, Penſon and Grift; 
perhaps Mr. Y. may be offended at this, 
but if he will refer to Gore's Liverpool 
Paper, publiſhed the Thurſday after 
Knight's benefit, he will find ſufficient to 
check his conſummate impudence: At 


Liverpool, he played young Stanley, 


Alonza, and ſome walking gentleman, 
in which line I would have him remain 


and never attempt ſuch heavy * as 
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20 
OTHELLO, the STRANGER, &c. of 
which he makes $TRANGE bufineſs in- 
deed; his voice, figure and abilities, 
all forbid it. But to return to Ezekiel 
Homeſpun, whoſe diale& is a mixture 
of Yorkſhire, Weſt-Country, Lancaſhire, 
and Iriſh, delivered in an infignificant, 


unfeeling manner ; and, any Manager, 


giving ſuch parts to ſuch a whining, 
crying mimic, commits a rape on com- 
mon underſtanding, and offers a groſs in- 


ſult to the liberal Town of Mancheſter. 


Mr. Wilkinſon, Manager of York Theatre, 
on ſeeing Mr. T's name announced for 


HODGE, thought it a miſtake of the 


Printer; but being informed that he had 
danced through the 'part, immediately 


exclaimed, © Him play Hodge, why then 
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the people of Manc heſter are mad, for when 
the fellow was with me, damme if I durſt 
truſt him with a decent meſſage,” ſo much 
for this Comic Comedian, © He is a 
man take him for all in all, I: hope we 
ſhall not fee his like again.” (Hem! 
| a Shakeſpear). 


Of Mr. W——, I have little 
to ſay, becauſe he does little; wit- 
neſs his giving Vapour in my Grand- 
mother, to be walked over the ſtage by a 
pair of Stile. 


If Mr. E——, has any merit, it is 
as yet undiſcovered, except ſpeaking 
every word exactly the ſame height, I 
_ would adviſe him to attend to Shakeſpear's 


 faſtrutions, '- and then he would not 
„ Saw the air, ſo unmercifully. Mr. 
W. 's good ſenſe. and underſtanding, 
muſt tell him that giving up parts in this 
careleſs manner, is treating his Friends, 
and Supporters, with very great indif- 
ference; and ſurely he bought to have 
thanked them, when they ſuffered that 
chattering Jack Daw, to take Sir David 
Daw, a part together with many others, 
which Mr. W. plays with a tolerable de- 
gree of credit, when he is not afflicted 
with his gouty complaint, which ſome- 
times aſſails him on the coming out of a 
new part, ſuch as, Tangent, Goſſimer, 
Kc. We ſhall ſay no more of this gentle» 
man, only would he. attend to half the 
_ buſineſs that Mrs. W. does, he might ob- 
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lige the Town, ad ſerve himſelf, ec . 
Couſin of e 


There are not two on the ſtage 
who dreſs cleaner or better than the 
gentleman TI ſpoke of laſt, - and Mr. 
G—., ſorry am I to ſay, that Ozhello's 
occupation” s gone,” and yet many will 
agree with me in ſaying, that ſeveral 
parts have been butchered in a moſt 
crvel manner this ſeaſon, which in 
this gentleman's hand would have been 
pleaſing and reſpectable; why ſuch par- 
tiality ſhould prevail I cannot tell, ſtop! 
as Vapid fays, I have it, 1 have 
t,—Managers can do as Oe Re” 
— Neno) | 1 
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When I look at Alonza the book- 
binder, the words of Butler occurs fo 
ſtrong to my mind, that I cannot for- 
bear laughing ; © he is a Mathematical 
* body, nothing but Punctum Linea, and 
© Cuperficies, and perfectly abſtract from 
% matter; he walks as ſtedfaſtly and up- 
« rightly as a dog that is taught to go 
* on his hinder legs, and carries his hands 
& as the other does his fore feet; but, 
it has been ſaid, any thing will do for 


| Mancheſter, —ſo indeed it ſeems, or the 


Managers would not have brought him ; 
if Mr C. is determined to purſue the ſtage, 
he muſt be either Bound or half-bound to 


| ſome Strolling Company, and when he 


quits the Barn, return here again to be Gilt 
and Letter'd. 
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There is a letter in circulation, 
which fays a new caſt is to take place 
in the Tragedy of Pizarro, —Rolla, Mr. 
C——, his firſt appearance in that cha- 
racter; Pizarro, by Stupid the Twelfth, 
and ſhould our King Harry ſucceed in 
that, it will be the only active part he 

was ever noticed in, except at table; 
Cora, Mr. B——; the Child, Miſs 
G——; the other parts equally con- 
ſiſtent. _ 5 


J am ſurpriſed that they do not 
announce Penſon for ſome Tragedy 
Hero, but if they did, I think he has 
more ſenſe than to be led aſtray, or 
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attempt parts he is not caleulated for. I 
hope this gentleman will excuſe me, when 
I ſay he labours under the ſame mil. 
fortune as Mrs. W—, he wants relief 
in ſome characters. | 

This Theatre ſhould kite at leaft 
(as it formerly had) two low come- 
dians. Mr. Penſon's Sir Anthony Ab- 
ſolute is a maſterly piece of acting, | 
and ſo are moſt of the hearty old men 
he undertakes; I never ſaw a performer 
make more than he does of Perriwinkle, 
or the Poor Vulcan; 1 ſhall not dwell 
upon this gentleman, as the applauſe 
he continues to receive, together with 
the ſupport he met with laſt ſeaſon on 
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his night, are the moſt convincing proofs, 

that the town thinks as I do, that they 

who have abilities on the ſtage, and 

whoſe character off the ftage are equally | 
reſpectable, are thoſe who ought to be en- 

couraged ; and, in a town like this, they 

ſeldom or ever fail. 

I had ſome thoughts, of giving 
my opinion of the King of Sloth, he 
never yet went thro' any of his long 
parts ſo as to pleaſe : tho to ſee 
him walk the ſtreets, wrap'd in his 
new or ſecond-hand great coat, he 
appears very capable. 


D 2 
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I muſt ſay one thing in his fayor, 
which is, 1 wiſh ſome of our mono- 
polizers would do as Harry does by his 
Tickets, reduce the price. 


I ſhall conclude with Caliban, a 
Monſter of the Iſland, in which cha- 
racter, all ſuch ſtupid inanimate parts 
like it, or Sir Tunbelly Clumſey, he 
has great merit as a Performer, and as 
a Manager no one doubts his qualifica- 
tions, for ever fince he embarked in 
this ſcheme the Company have yearly 
gone worſe, and if ſuch actots are en- 
couraged, I fear we ſhall have 2 worſe 
Company than ever play'd at Bolton, 
Rochdale, or Buxton, for moſt of theſe 
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are from ſuch like places, although impu- 
dently announced from Bath, Norwich, 
and Dublin ! Mancheſter ſhame to have 
it ſaid, that your Theatre, which pays 
better than any out of London, ſhould 
have performers, which, ſo far from 
pleaſing, are frequently diſguſting. 


I do not wiſh to direct the Ma- 
nagers; but, ſure a town, that enabled 
them to build ſo large a Circus, claims 
ſome ſmall return; and the leaſt they 
can paſſibly offer, would be a Dzcent 
Company, If there is one fin on 
e earth deſerves Hell more than ano- 
ther, it is ingratitude.— (hem Moore.) 


— P 
— 


— 


There are many more, but not 
worth notice; and indeed, you may 
ſay the ſame by ſome I have mentioned : 
perhaps reader you are tired, be aſſured, 
J am, having ſo many to ſpeak of, 
and ſo few 10 praiſe. 


Brutus and Caſſius, depend upon 
it, “if your evil ſpirits mend not, 
e you ſhall hear again from 


PHILIPI.” 


